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civilised man. They are bought and sold as wives and often captured and stolen ; they are mercilessly beaten and speared by their husbands on the slightest provocation; they work hard for their husbands, and yet, while the husband is gorging himself with food, he often scarcely deigns to fling a bone to his wife, although she may be starving. A man with many daughters or sisters is considered rich, as he has so much property to sell. To stun the wife senseless with a blow is a frequent and common occurrence, and to kill her by spearing her through,, is not considered cruel, but only an indiscreet act, as the husband thereby loses for ever a property of some value. Nor is it difficult to account for this degraded position of the woman. In the frequent and, indeed, ceaseless tribal wars she cant render no assistance, she has no share or hand in a victory, and she cannot do anything to prevent defeat or slavery. All feelings of honor, pride and admiration, cling round acts of valour, or cruelty, or revenge, which can benefit a race; the bold warrior, the dark, cruel, revengeful schemer, the man of wiles, these are the pride of a race. In such a state of continual hostility woman can further but little the true interest of a nation, she is often a burden in times of war, and very often the cause of calamity, for nothing is so fruitful a source of war as the theft of the women of one race by another. Society naturally looks up to those who farther its happiness, and looks down on those who do not, and women in Australia are regarded much in the light of beasts of burden, necessary, no doubt, but not entitled to greater care or kindness than is absolutely essential to the preservation of their life.
And such, or nearly such, is the condition of woman all over the barbarian world. All over Africa, among the .North and South American Indians, and in most of the Pacific islands, woman is more or less the slave of man. She performs the most tiresome duties habitually, looks on her husband as a superior being, and receives a more or' less cruel and discourteous treatment in return for her devotion. Some German patriots fondly imagine that, among their barbarian ancestors, the position of woman was better than even among civilised races, but such outbursts of patriotism are scarcely consistent with truth, .Tacitus ridiculed the immoral luxury of Rome in comparison with the simplicity of the barbarous Germans, and for this purpose now and then lent to barbarian life a color which did not legitimately belong to it. But withal, his pencil was a faithful one, and he distinctly states that in Germany men gave themselves up to the noble occupations of drinking, gambling, feuds and hunting, leaving to slaves and women the meaner occupation of keeping the cattle aad tilling the soil.